Linking the professional literature to nursing practice: challenges and opportunities.
Occupational health nurses face the challenge of rapidly changing, increasingly complex work environments. To respond, they must have access to information and know how to manage it effectively to improve their clinical performance and achieve better client outcomes. Information technology has already had an impact on nursing. Many nurses routinely use computers to access laboratory reports, client records, and administrative programs. However few nurses make use of opportunities provided by information technology to access professional literature as a tool for applying new research to their practice.